
What

Our rapidly changing world requires that we rethink society 

and, with it, the relationship between human beings and the 

natural environment. The future of life as a whole depends on 

the human capacity to generate a conscious, sustainable and 

committed model for the use of natural resources. 

This has been a long-standing issue tackled by 

environmentalism but is relatively new for the humanities. 

However, since the final decades of the last century, the 
development of disciplines such as environmental education, 

ecohistory and ecocriticism present an interesting perspective 

on environmental problems while enriching cultural studies in 

the era of globalization. 

Currently, being able to analyse and act on environmental 

realities with the support of the humanities is in high demand 

in fields as diverse as education, health, economics, scientific 
research or politics. 

 

Why

This course is an excellent opportunity to address the global 

issue of climate change that will define the societies of the 
present and the future. 

Specifically, it offers an academic and experiential course 
tackling the environmental problems and solutions typical of 

the marine world in general and of the Spanish Mediterranean 

in particular, through a dialogue with meaningful contributions 

from the field of Hispanic humanities. 

In this way, history, art, literature, thought and education come 

together with fields such as marine biology, environmental 
sciences, ecology and sustainable development. 

Program Objectives

You will learn to articulate knowledge and skills related to the 

intersection between environmental sciences and the humanities. 

You will learn how to analyse and intervene in environmental 

realities with the support of the humanities, from an 

interdisciplinary, integrated and realistic perspective. 

You will learn skills to design an environmental initiative, 

entrepreneurship or education action of direct application in some 

of the main realities studied. 

You will learn or improve your Spanish language skills.

Since the problems of the Mediterranean coast are a reflection 
of the global climate emergency, this local experience will help 

you build alternatives for action, education, intervention and 

entrepreneurship in your place of origin.  

Where

At interactive and interdisciplinary learning settings, in the UCJC’s 

most versatile facilities in Madrid and on its sailboat the Cervantes 

Saavedra, a one-of-a-kind training ship in Europe with which you 

will sail the most emblematic areas of the Spanish Mediterranean 

coast. 

Environmental 
Humanities: 
A Journey to 
the Spanish 
Mediterranean

STUDY ABROAD AT SEA

− Venue. The Cervantes Saavedra UCJC training 

vessel and the UCJC campus in Madrid, Spain

− Duration. 2 weeks

− Dates. From 15 to 29 July 2021



Teaching Modality

The course is divided into two stages geographically located in 

Madrid and in the Mediterranean Sea: 

• In the first stage, through the interactive and interdisciplinary 
classroom methodology, you will approach the Humanities, 

Ecology and Environmental Studies. The sessions will take 

place in our spaces in the Madrid Region. You will attend 

workshops with teachers, researchers, writers and artists. 

You will visit museums and business, scientific and natural 
environments that will be used as classroom spaces. The 

objective is to provide you with knowledge and skills to deal 

with the reality that you will experience in the second phase 

of the course.

• The second stage takes place in the Spanish Mediterranean 

on board the sailboat the Cervantes Saavedra. Departing 

from the port of Valencia, where the course begins, the 

itinerary includes a visit to Ibiza, Formentera and the 

archipelago of Cabrera (Balearic Islands). In these enclaves 

you will carry out environmental interventions around issues 

such as human pressure on the coast, emissions and waste, 

overfishing or the decline of biodiversity. You will learn about 
research projects, environmental initiatives and campaigns 

by NGOs from scientists, activists and artists from the 

Mediterranean region. 

• Finally, you will relate what you learn in Madrid and the 

environmental actions carried out on the voyage. This will 

allow you to design your own intervention, entrepreneurship 

or environmental education initiative as a final task. 
• This course can be taught in a mix of Spanish and English or 

completely in Spanish according to request of the group.

Other details

• Learn or improve your Spanish language skills with support 

classes.

• Group of students of different nationalities. 
• Interactive, interdisciplinary and innovative methodologies. 

• Teachers, researchers, scientists and artists from Spain and 

abroad. 

• Gastronomic, musical and cultural visits.

• MediaLab workshops to document student progress. 

• All expenses for class material, accommodation + half board 

in halls of residence (main campus of UCJC), transfer to port 

and Mediterranean voyage included in the fee. 

• Certificate issued by University Camilo José Cela. 
• Candidates must pay a non-refundable initial deposit of 

€800 to secure their place on the course. This deposit will be 

discounted from the total cost of the course. 

Contents

• Environmental education. 

• Fundamentals of environmental science.

• Sustainable entrepreneurship and tourism. 

• Climate change and social movements: Fridays for Future.

• Sustainable development: 2030 Agenda.

• Analysis and design of environmental campaigns, actions 

and projects.

• Literature and ecology.

• Thought and ecology.

• History and archaeology of the Mediterranean.

• Art and ecology.

• Spanish Language and Culture.

Programme calendar

• Date of arrival: 14 July.  

Date of the first lesson: 15 July.

• Date of the final lesson: 27 July.  
Date of departure: 29 July.

Number of places: up to 28.

Number of lesson hours: 80 hours over the two weeks, 

morning and / or afternoon, in Madrid and on board the ship. 

About us

UCJC is one of the youngest and fastest-growing universities 

in Spain and Europe. Founded in 2000, UCJC is part of SEK 

Education Group, whose proven track record in teaching 

excellence stretches back over 125 years. As a young university, 
UCJC is forward-looking and uniquely placed to bridge the gap 

between traditional and modern times, through a liberal arts 

and applied sciences approach to higher education.

The university has four different schools: Communications and 
Humanities, Education, Health, and Technology and Science, 

offering a range of Spanish and European official undergraduate 
and graduate programmes.

MORE INFORMATION internationalrelations@ucjc.edu

www.ucjc.edu


